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To better understand the activity range and behaviour of birds in HKWP, we have been running a Bird Ringing Programme
in the reedbed of HKWP jointly with the Hong Kong Bird Watching Society (HKBWS) since March 2017. The professional ringing
team of HKBWS ringed the birds with coded rings so that individuals could be identified in the future. By doing so, we can learn more
about their activity range, population, as well as migration route and period. Other information crucial for future bird researches and
conservation such as bird species, sex and age have also been collected.

HETRERSILFNE T  BRERFABNAHAIEEEZRAARBN
EHAHRERNERRE - AERMERRBN LFASSRERBE N =EE
BRLNSE  WEHFIKBITRRS » DUEETRELIE -

On bird ringing days, the HKBWS ringing team sets up a mist net near
the reedbed before dawn and wait for birds to come out from their roosting
places. The birds trapped in the mist net are swiftly collected and put in a cloth bag
by qualified and experienced ringers for bird ringing.
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The mist net used in the bird ringing programme

B LFMAZNIABERNEEK
MEETH - #HNWRE - BEERHM
LWE LANRRSERIMIER - LEAIS 2
WAFMERIRCE, - ST IR LIFMERS
SRR

The equipment for bird ringing includes
different measurement tools, clamps
and coded rings. Every captured

EREeR L FLARNIA =M BRI A e

bird is recorded and equipped with a L(%iéﬂ &%EZ;SEETHE@ I{/E/\;\/J\/UAA R ERE IR
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Different tools were used for bird ringing by qualified ringers

ringed birds are released once the ringing
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Reedbed is a densely vegetated habitat where some small birds are very difficult to be observed. The diversity and abundance of birds

inhabiting the reedbed may be underestimated. Through the bird ringing programme, we can record and identify bird species which
are difficult to observe or secretive, and get precious records for bird monitoring in reedbed.
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Some rare bird species ringed in the HKWP reedbed between
March 2017 and March 2018
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As at March 2018, HKBWS ringed 598 birds of 52 species in the HKWP reedbed habitat. By studying the number of ringed birds in
different months, we can briefly identify their activity pattern in HKWP.

Significant increase of bird numbers and species from October 2017 to January and February of 2018 was observed. Most species were passage
migrants and winter visitors, including over 70 individuals of different Warbler species (October), 74 Japanese White-eye (January to February)
and 71 Chinese Penduline Tit (October to March). As Hong Kong is located on the East Asian-Australasian Flyway, this pattern may be associated
with the bird migration period, during which migrants stop over Hong Kong to forage and rest before continuing their long flights. Such
observation can help us adjusting our habitat management strategy, for example, avoiding grass cutting in reedbed during the months
mentioned above to minimise the impact on migrant birds.

In January 2018, we also recaptured individuals of Siberian Rubythroat and Black-browed Reed Warbler ringed in March 2017, indicating
that the HKWP reedbed provides a suitable habitat for migratory birds visiting Hong Kong.
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with a yellow ring

Bird ringing is important for bird conservation around the world. Since many bird
species have very strong migrating capacity, reports of ringed bird sightings at
different locations can provide essential information to estimate their migration
routes, living habitats, and even population changes and their life spans. Two types
of rings have been used for the bird ringing in HKWP. One is a metal ring carved with
unique code and the other is a coded bright yellow ring. We would be grateful if
visitors could report to us or HKBWS any sightings of ringed birds inside HKWP. Your
findings are significant to bird research and conservation in the future.
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